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Is Monday Night Raw still WWE's ",A-show", or does that distinction now go to SmackDown Live?
After all, the blue brand does have The Tribal Chief... 5 Ways Raw Is Still WWE's A" Show (& 5 Ways
SmackDown Is Now) Is Monday Night Raw still WWE's "A-show" or does that distinction now go to
SmackDown Live? After all, the blue brand does have The Tribal Chief. While wrestling fans are able to
enjoy both Raw and SmackDown , there has always been a debate over which show is the "A" show for

the company.
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The one that WWE fans need to view, the show that people should tell their friends to check out because
it's the most exciting on a weekly basis. There have been times when the answer to this question has
obviously been Raw and other times when it's clearly been SmackDown. However, at the moment the
lines are fairly blurred between the two shows, but which currently stands out as the "A" show for the

company? 10 Raw: Greater Variety.

Over the years, WWE has evolved from being seen as just a wrestling show to being more of an
entertainment-based product. Because of that, the company has begun mixing in more variety with

comedy and more detailed storytelling, rather than just wrestling. This is something that Monday Night
Raw typically does more than SmackDown. The show is always filled with a mixed bag of content and
having that wide variety makes the show appeal to more people, which is what the "A" show should do.
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9 SmackDown: Higher Quality Show. Ultimately, when Raw and SmackDown are compared against
each other, people will look at which show is more enjoyable. Right now, the answer to that question is
SmackDown, and that has been the case for a while. The show is shorter and more consistent, which

makes it more fun to watch. With fans typically tending to enjoy SmackDown more, it makes sense for it
to be seen as the "A" brand. 8 Raw: More Loaded Roster.

When looking at the two rosters right now, there is no doubt that Raw's packs more of a punch in terms
of star power. The red brand has the majority of WWE's big hitters, from The Fiend to Drew McIntyre
and Asuka. The fact that WWE has loaded up Raw's roster is because the company views it as the "A"
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show, wanting to make sure every moment of each episode feels important and is must-see TV. 7
SmackDown: Top Commentary Team. This might seem like a small note, but seeing which announcers

are on which show does give a clear indication as to which is the "A" show at the time.

Right now in WWE, Michael Cole is considered to be the top announcer. He is currently working on
SmackDown alongside Corey Graves, who is another of WWE's big announcing names. The fact that

they're both a part of SmackDown is a clear sign that it's the "A" show, as this is where the classic 'voice
of WWE' currently resides. 6 Raw: Appeals To Casual Audiences. While the hardcore fans who are
constantly dedicated are important to WWE, a lot of what the company does is to attract casual fans.
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This is something that Raw does better, mainly because the name-value itself is bigger than SmackDown.
But also, when WWE brings back legendary names or involves celebrities, it is typically Raw that they
appear on because the show is considered to be the "A" brand, which makes a lot of fans watch. 5
SmackDown: More Opportunities. The idea that giving younger, upcoming wrestlers further

opportunities might not initially seem like something an "A" show would do.

However, the fact is that is exactly what a top show should do, as it brings in the future all while
developing the present. SmackDown has been seen as the 'land of opportunities' for several years now
and the fact that anybody can be given a big push makes the show more unpredictable and enjoyable,

which is what makes it the "A" show. 4 Raw: Biggest Storylines.

Obviously, SmackDown gets a lot of important storylines as well, but when it comes to the major angles
that are going to go on and headline PPV events, it is typically Raw that dominates this section. The

matches that main event PPVs are normally the major draw to watching it in the first place, therefore if
people want to be invested, they must watch Raw first, which in turn makes it the "A" show. 3

SmackDown: More Wrestling. Monday Night Raw might get the biggest angles and over-the-top
storylines, but when it comes to pure wrestling, it is SmackDown that wins out. The blue brand always

seems to give its wrestlers more time in the ring to tell their stories while wrestling.
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While some fans want to see entertainment, which Raw does do better, the fact is that the core of WWE
is still about wrestling. Therefore, the fact that SmackDown has lots of high-quality matches makes the
show feel more important. 2 Raw: Nostalgia. Sometimes the history of a show really can play a big factor

in situations and when it comes to this debate, it really does count.

Raw is the older of the two shows, being created first by WWE and, because of that, there is an element
of nostalgia placed into it. Old-school fans have grown up with the red brand and will always see it as the
"A" show, and that is how WWE tends to see things as well. The show has had more historic moments
and memories in the minds of the WWE Universe. 1 SmackDown: Has WWE's Biggest Star. Right now,

the face of WWE is Roman Reigns.

This has been the case for several years now since John Cena stopped wrestling full-time, and because of
that, whatever show he is on is typically seen as the "A" show. He's the man that WWE wants to market



and will push as much as possible, and the fact he is on SmackDown is very telling.


